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Is yours the star letter? Have a 
read and see! 


Animal welfare matters most, 
FAST Guide for dogs, and...it’s 
Robo-fox! 


Naughty Neighbours’ star 
Annalise shares fond 
memories about animals with 
Animal Action. 


We’re dreaming of a green 
Christmas...See how green you 
can make yours. 


Win some br 
play with. 


Cartoon fun and puzzles from 
our new alien friends. 
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love to see them. Pll be 
back in the summer. 
AYR OUR tty 


Animal Action checks out 
Mallydams Wood, an RSPCA 
haven for these tiny, rare 
creatures. 


Pony clubs, sponsored walks, 

book stalls...You’ve been busy 
raising essential funds for the 
RSPCA. 


Check out these pages for 
some great offers including 
Sindy and her doggie pal 
GoGo and Secret 

Families Playsets! 


They have spotty 
backs, grow new | 
antlers each year 
and can reduce a 
bush to a bunch 

of twigs. We have 
the facts on fallow 
deer. 
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Welcome to the November/December 
issue of Animal Action - you should find 
SMSC CM CM CLS STEM SECS aCe log 
some brilliant competitions to enter! 
ate ie} C7 last issue for the next few months because 
I’m going off to have a baby - soon to be the 
youngest Animal Action Club member! That means 
that intrepid reporter Yolanda Brooks will be in 
charge of the magazine. So please keep on sending in 
your letters, pictures and drawings to her - she’d 













Owning a pony 
is only for the 
most 
committed. 
Here’s what it 
involves... 


More pets’ 
poses from 
the keen 
shutterbugs 
among you. 


Answer the questions 
correctly and win a 
bronze award. 


Your 
Ma pictures and 
" poems - a 
chance to 
show-off 
your artistic 
and writing 
talents. 























would like to 

congratulate the 
RSPCA on the excellent 
work done at your 
animal centres. | recently 
visited my local RSPCA 
animal centre and was 
very pleased by what 
greeted me. Although it 
was quite upsetting to 
see all the animals so 
pleased to see us and 
hoping that we would 
take them home, it was 
reassuring to know that 
they were being so well 
looked after. All the staff 
were wonderful with the 
animals and very helpful 
in answering our 
questions. Well done! 
Sarah Jackson (16) 
Mold, Clwyd 





i am writing to you after 
reading your article 
about rhinos being in 
danger because they are 
killed for their horns 
(May/June 1994 Animal 
World). lf people didn’t 
buy products made from 
their horns there 
wouldn't be such a 
problem. So, please if you 
go on holiday abroad 
don’t buy anything made 
from rhino horns. They 





may look beautiful but 
they look even better on 
the animals. 

Sarah Garish (13) 
Aylsham, Norfolk 





a am writing regarding 
the feature on badgers 
in the July/August issue 
of Animal Action. | am 
totally against badger- 
baiting. No animal should 
be treated like that, ever. 
Badgers are such 
fascinating creatures and 


ear ag aS 


Rewer 
rounders when they 


We want to know what you think 
about the RSPCA, animal welfare 
issues and the happy as well as sad 
experiences you have had with 
animals. Your letter could win a book 
and £5 to be donated to an RSPCA 
animal centre or campaign of your 
choice. Send your letter with your. 
name, age and address to: Write On, 
Animal Action, RSPCA, Causeway, 
Horsham, West Sussex RHI2 IHG. 


| would 
love to 
see one. 
Why do 
people 
have to 
kill 
badgers 
and 


It just 
isn’t fair. 
Jennifer McDermott 
(10) 


Durham 








i: am writing about your 
article on how to look 
after goldfish (May/June 
1994 Animal World), 
which said not to get 
goldfish from fairs. 


found a baby hedgehog 
caught up in a football net. 
aieomant sm <o1ae-U Lato 
Cat meu Me ae Twele te ag) 
After about half an hour they had 
it. When | heard about this | was so happy 
pia that my friends had taken an interest 
fast to save this hedgehog. My 
(zs oc Joanne 


at a itera ya (aol) ty hal stop 
po gd ope! ae i) by od Trey | igre 
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Unfortunately, | ended 
up with two goldfish 
from a fair. | didn’t have 
a tank and had to buy 
one quickly, otherwise 
they would have died. | 
said | didn’t want them 
but the stallholders 
laughed and said | had to 
take them. | think this 
sort of thing should be 
banned. 

Emma Wilkinson (13) 
Bognor Regis, West 
Sussex 

Thank you for telling us 
about your upsetting 
experience. The best thing 
to do is avoid any 
fairground games which 
involve winning goldfish. 


IR a 


RSPCA/Tim Sambrook 











Bart, a three-year-old 
collie/Alsatian cross from 
Scunthorpe was crowned 
Britain’s Scruffiest Dog at 
this year’s RSPCA Bounce 
I Scruffts Dog Show for 
mongrels. 

Celebrity judge Pam St 
. Clement (Pat in EastEnders), 
said she chose Bart because 
he was scruffy but well 
cared for. Last year’s 
winner, Tramp, turned up 
to shake Bart's paw and 
hand over his crown. 

Over 1,700 dogs and 
their owners packed into 
Cranleigh Showground to 
' appear in classes such as 
Best Pup and Most Like 


Top dog: Scruffy Bart’s star 
Owner. 


moment. 


PLA 
SUPERSTARS 


Millions of viewers tuned in to see their 
feathered, finned, furry and four-legged friends 
become television superstars in BBCI’s Animal 
Hospital Live - ten live programmes from the 
RSPCA’s Harmsworth Hospital in north 
London. Aussie celebrity star Rolf Harris, who 
adores animals, co-presented the show along 
with BBCI’s Here and Now reporter Lynda 
Bryans. They spent a week at the hospital 
telling the moving stories of accident, illness 
and cruelty victims. 





°F 


Animal lover: Rolf 
Harris with one of 
his favourite 

creatures. 
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The FAST Guide to, 

















TOP TEEN WORRY 











PHOTO 
CHAMPS 


A snap-tastic well done went to the winners 
of the RSPCA-backed Dorling Kindersley 
Eyewitness Young Photographer Awards who 
recently attended a special presentation 
ceremony in London. 

The young snappers scooped a clutchful of 
fantastic prizes, including the exciting top 
prize of a whale-watching trip to Canada won 
by Claire Thomas of County Durham. Each 
winner also received a certificate, T-shirt and 
an Eyewitness Guide - one of the colourful, 
info-packed books from Dorling Kindersley. 







The RSPCA has donated 
almost £6,800 to the Bulawayo 
Donkey Sanctuary in 
Zimbabwe, where hundreds of 
sick and injured donkeys are 
nursed back to health. Most of 
the money will help pay for new 
radio equipment so that the 
owner, Julie Redmond, can keep in 
touch with base while she is on the 
road. The rest of the grant will help 
to buy veterinary drugs. 

























julie Redmond 













| 
® 1 INESS/RSPCA Win a family ticket to see Dog in a 
A great SORAPHER as EYEWITNESS/RS enya Unser aya nas aus 
Christmas ) } YOUNG PHOTOGRAPT| stage musical performed by the 
pressie for u 2 _ > Footprints Theatre Company. This 
owners of | : 2 brilliant musical about a group of 
accident- je i 5 stray and abandoned dogs is 
prone yy |s packed with paw-tapping songs and 
Alsati for a 2 4M 9 spreads the RSPGA’s seasonal message of care 
satiens your udog 7” Bre and concern. The show, backed by Hills Pet 
oF ad Popular pet: Dogs came top in Nutrition, will be on tour from 23 November 1994 
poodles - - teen poll. to 7 January 1995. 
re ae = King We have one family ticket to give away. 
a ce Simply unscramble the anagram ISEALS to 
meal ~ E reveal a famous film star dog. Answers ona 
Guide to B Ui 4 Eo postcard with your name, address and telephone 
FirstAid 3 ] number to: DOG IN A MANGER COMP, Footprints 
for your 7 | 2 Theatre Company, 79 Maid Marian Way, Nottingham 
a Se ee= NGI 6AE. Closing date: 2!| November 1994. Tour 
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RSPCALIan Jackson 


Robo-fox: On the road 
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to recovery. 





dom 
Food? 


Good news for animal- 
friendly shoppers! Look 
out for the Freedom 
Food mark on a range 
of pork products and 
eggs. The RSPCA 
regularly checks on the 
way all Freedom Food 
animals are kept, to 
make sure they are 
well cared for. There 
IgM gato Rexel [11-13 
and bacon at selected 
Co-op stores and fresh 
pork at major Tesco 
branches. Freedom 
Food hopes to offer a 
wider range in the 

UU gm 
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NO CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT PETS 


Remember, pets don’t make good 
Christmas presents. Every year after 
Christmas, the RSPCA has to rescue 
hundreds of unwanted animals that 
are abandoned once their owners 
get fed up with them. 

Having a pet needs a lot of careful 
thought and it must be a family 
decision. Puppies and kittens grow 
into dogs and cats which may have to 
be cared for for up.to 20 years. 

Help the RSPCA get the message 
across by putting the Christmas 
present pet poster up at school. For 
a copy send an A4 SAE to the 
supplies department at our usual 
address. 











dates also available from this address. 


RSPCA/Tim Sambrook 





Rex Features 

















Kimb: 


now 










Wild life \ 





Animal Action 
Saysagreat «=. 
Tay 4 ee 
ad Fedo) 
Kimberley 
Davies who 
plays Annalise 
in Neighbours. 
She’s dotty 
about 
animals... 


Wallaby walkabout: They are mainly 
found in the bush. 
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How to do it: 


It’s a week before Christmas, 
you’ve forgotten to book 
Bagpuss into a cattery for the 
three days that you are at your 
grandma’s and now they are all 
full-up. What should you do? 
a) Leave him a couple of bowls of food 
- it is only three days, after all. 
b) Ask a reliable friend or neighbour to 
feed and visit him several times a day. 
c) Leave him a set of keys to let himself 
in and out to the shops. 


2s 


a) Don't send anyone a card. 

b) Buy RSPCA Christmas cards. 

c) Buy cards made from recycled paper 
or stick gummed labels over the writing 
inside last year’s favourite cards, 





Quiz compiled by: Claire Maloney Illustration: Woody 


Your parents are wondering 
which type of tree to get. 
What do you tell them? 
a) Get a plastic one. You can use it 
year after year. 
b) Get a real one without roots. You 
can’t re-plant trees, anyway can you? 
c) Get a real one with roots. You can 
use it again next year. 


a) Use masses of wrapping paper, 
bows, twine - the works. 

b) Don’t wrap any presents - people 
don’t like surprises. 

c) Use recycled wrapping paper, with 
the minimum of tape, and save any 


wrapping paper on presents others 
give you for next year. 


How can you save on 
electricity over the 
Christmas period? 
a) Have your Christmas at someone 
else’s house. 
b) Turn Christmas lights off when no- 
one is in the room and turn the 
television off when you don’t need it. 
c) Have Christmas in the dark. 


a) Mince pies. 
b) Slap-up roast dinner. 
c) Christmas pudding. 


y¥ You want to buy your 
mum some smellies but are 

not sure about which are 
animal-friendly. Do you 
choose: 
a) Anything with a fruit flavour. 
b) Anything that says cruelty-free. 
c) Products which state that neither 
they, nor their ingredients, have been 
tested on animals? 


a) A fluffy kitten. 

b) A goldfish. 

c) RSPCA Animal Action Club 
membership. 


Well done! You are a very 
Page UNSW a Ue) al Les 


to have about at Christmas. 









Well, not too bad. Try and think 
Eee Mae UE RCO though. 








Hmmmm... Time to read your 


Pee eee eis more 


carefully. 











ANIMAL ACT EIS 


Piipra7s 
PPriz 


Hundreds of pounds worth of cat 
goodies are up for grabs in 
Animal Action’s ‘Kitty In My 
Pocket? competition. 


T he ‘Kitty In My Pocket’ collection, from Vivid 
Imaginations, is a must for any cat-crazy young 
person! There are 24 miniature toy kittens for 
you to care for. Available in packs of five, each set comes 
with a Collectafile and five fact cards telling you about 
your kittens. Choose from Siamese, Persian and lots, lots 
more. Each kitty is sure to be cute and cuddly! 

And, so your feline friends don’t get bored, there are 
two fun playsets to collect. The Kitty Window Playset, 
and the Kitty Play and Display House are brilliant 
for displaying your kitty collection. 








We have loads of 
great kitty goodies 
to give away. To win 
Py Ju tees tC) dT 
wordsearch to find 
bey 4 

Mle ty 


ey Toh co 
Tne hart | 
WHISKERS PURR 
MOUSE GINSER 
FELINE MIAC’W 


Mame — 
Address 











es just 





i 
~—J 





Once you have completed the wordsearch, cut out the 
grid and attach it to a postcard or the back of a sealed 
envelope (together with your name, age and address) and 
send it to the usual RSPCA address. Mark your entries: 
LDA) Cetoie 

Closing date: 31 December 1994 

OLN M Tes a EMU Coho NM eC CNA MoS ate Lee 7 
each win a Kitty Play and Display House, Kitty Window 
Playset and a Kitty Collection 5 Pack. The next 30 

AMUN TEN TIN Law 055 AN AMIS Co) SoU aN DEW Qn] 

fete retro eM ete eNO RMN Tchr <a 
Collection 5 Pack. 


uevee GREAT, 
TevRECR, CEN 


AND you BE 
BEING A Lor 
OF THEM IN 


ANIMAL 
ACTION ... 
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i ancy winning a fantastic, fun 
activity set? Enter our Crayola 
competition and you can! 

Create your own colourful 
creatures this Christmas with the 
new Crayola Insect Madness 
modelling kit. There are nine 
brilliant bugs for you to mould 
and make, from butterflies to 
beetles. 

Each pack includes a sachet of 
Model Magic modelling material, a 
tray of moulds, glue/varnish, 
magnets and six washable 
colouring pens so you can make 
your insect models as bright and 





MEET THe GREEN EARTH GUARDIANS... 
a Re ep aD AMX SPKOCKET 





%_DO YOU HAVE ANY 
ENVIRONMENT TIPS 2? 
SEND THEM TO: 
GUARDIANS/ANIMAL ACTION 
RSPCA, CAUSEWAY 
HORSHAM, WEST SUSSEX 
zB 6ORHI2 JHG 








‘ DON'T LEAVE THE 
WATER RUNNING 


es Se a 
ae ceri 


colourful as you want. 
We have 56 Crayola Insect 
Madness kits worth £6.99 each to 
give away. All you have to do is 
unscramble the following 
anagrams to reveal three insects: 
I. 
2. 
3. 
Send your answers on a postcard | 
or the back of a sealed envelope 
together with your name, age 
and address to CRAYOLA 
COMP/Animal Action at the 
usual RSPCA address. Closing 
date: 31 December 1994. 









Dormice are disappearing. 
Without our help they cot 
vanish from Britain for good. 
But down at the RSPCA’s 

Mallydams Wood Stu: Michael Pratt, 13, from Chipping Ongar in 


9 Essex and pals Colin Dear, Greg Brooks and 


Centre near Hast INgS, | they’ re § a \ :. E - se Adam Collier, all aged 12, organised a 


sponsored walk to raise money for the 


making a comeback... 5 er Se ; RSPCA - their favourite animal welfare 
A SM eR iy REA \ aA . charity. The boys walked a tiring 20 
; \ kilometres and made a brilliant £85.41. 








FOOTING iT 


















England but a few have 
been found as far north as 
Northumberland, 
They like to live in hedgerows and 

old woodland sites with lots of shrubs. 

To get a good supply of their favourite 

foods such as fruit, insects, nuts and ae 

flowers, they choose areas with plenty But before monitoring could begin, f 

of hazel, bramble, honeysuckle, ash and the RSPCA’s woodland officer for OI EN Tw E| , . : 

oak trees. Mallydams, Rob Meredith, had to geta Nature, who supplied 50 dormice a a. (St = 4 = If you’re kite crazy you will love these two Lion 
special licence. Not everyone can go boxes, Rob began monitoring dormice : my Sy Pm { ’ : King kites from Worlds Apart - the Simba stunter 
around snooping on dormice and Rob = at Mallydams. The boxes were fixed = Be / saat kite and the super stunt kite. With bright golden 
had to be trained in the do’s and to trees and set at just the right F_ cd a ' = a v colours and massive six metre tails, everyone will 

a aR = ere don'ts of the job. “We were very heights to tempt the tiny animals to \ 4 ‘ prs : ‘ be able to see them high in the sky! 

The RSPCA is playing its part to save concerned about disturbing the use them. Rob also had to make sure § bh = i a We have 40 kites ready for take off! All you 

these animals at the Mallydams Wood dormice. But when | saw healthy and _that he placed them in areas with lots " aa have to do is answer this simple question: Which 

Study Centre where dormice have undisturbed dormice living in the of tangly honeysuckle. Dormice are wn a ca is sign of the zodiac has the symbol of a 

been living for years, They were same boxes every year at a expert climbers and can scale heights ir Poo Gy TH E ‘ we RD lion? Send your answers on a postcard or on the 

discovered by staff who were surprised — monitoring site in Kent, | really of up to 20 metres. RSPCA funds grew by £25 when Animal Action Club back of a sealed envelope together with your 

to find them living in bird boxes on the —_ wanted to carry out the scheme at The dormice boxes are specially members at the Herbert Shiner School in Petworth, name, age and address to: KITES/Animal Action at 

24-hectare woodland site. And last year  Mallydams.” built to make it difficult for other West Sussex went to work. They baked cakes, held our usual address. Closing : 

Mallydams became one of the special So with the help of the animals to get in, With the hole facing a sale and told the rest of the school about the date: 31 December 1994. Bono) 

dormice monitoring sites in Britain. conservation organisation English the tree and a small gap between the RSPCA. On Sas 
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: From: Furrytails Price: 

- £9.99 Available from: 
All good toyshops 
Bring these fun, furry 
creatures to life with your 
hands. There are |5 cute 


and cuddly animal hand puppets to choose from. 


We have 20 Fluppets to give away. Win one by 
answering this question: What kind of animal is Basil The closing date for all competitions and offers 


Brush? Answers to: BASIL/Animal Action. is 31 December 1994. Compiled by Clare Jefferis. 


From: Hasbro Price: 
Around £20 Available— 
From: Ideal Price: from: All good 


£9.99 Available aN q toyshops 
ae : Sindy now has a new 


from: All good ; 
toyshops and Pe SS companion - her dog 
department stores <elg 5 <= GoGo! Of course GoGo 
There are six secret needs exercise - just 

families to collect. Each set includes an animal family, a watch Sindy take him for 





cosy home for them to live in, lots of accessories and a walk. The set also bah AR Fateh Up With eC RoC Ue ce CUS ato te-v4 MMS eC 
stickers to decorate the house. includes a dog bowl, , 4 them somewher | D Seat wild in Britain today, grass but in the winter they can also 
We have 20 sets up for grabs. To win one solve comb, dog bone and iy a ee is with fallow deer the most common in _be found munching on acorns and 
the anagram NARWRE to reveal a wild rabbit’s home. biscuit box. . p parks and, at a metre tall at the Uae Tne OATH oI AWE Taye) 
Answers to: RABBIT/Animal Action. . We have ten Sindy r TV tion shoulder, the second largest. Other holly. Good places to see fallow deer 
and peated a f { CB i. ae deer found in the wild are the roe, EUR UNM IN Rola IAA Leca 
SOE ONES: + I> nas tne 1iow-¢ ral red, sika, muntjac and the Chinese Sussex where about a thousand live, 
stele) <4 which breed of dog is = , | Pe ere PEN (-11 and the New Forest in Hampshire. 
tert LT it) eee 4 ET associated with ne . ‘ Fallow deer like to live in woods Unlike most other types of deer, 
High Horse and A Summer Without Belg Answers ie : wW ie vate MeV Tae RS which have plenty of ecul:s for which have definite colours, fallow 
Horses by Bonnie Bryant . SIND YiAnimdl Action. ; a 
; ; as ’ wt" a 
) 
r me 
Prices range d 
from 45p to ; 
£6.99 Available , 
from: ’ 
Thorntons | N 
E chocolate shops 
Tuck into a elise treat this Christmas. Tempt your r > 
tastebuds with chocolate animals such as Peter the Polar 
Bear or Orris the Orangutan. Look out for other tasty 
chocolates in the range too. 
We have 70 chocolate hedgehog models __ ] | 
waiting to be eaten. To win one answer this simple ,  -. 
question: Hedgehogs hibernate - true or false? Mark your 
entries: HEDGEHOG/Animal Action. \ 
rman " eee ‘ 


id manufac 


your local shops. 











deer come in a variety of guises. 
Some are black, some are white and 
some are brown with white spots. 
They can| even change colour, 
depending on the season. 


Fallow deer grow, cast-off and re- 
grow their antlers in a yearly cycle. 
After the bucks are about three 
years old and fully-grown, their 
antlers start to grow bigger and 
broader each year. 

In the fallow deer world, the 
bigger your antlers, the more respect 
you command in your herd and the 
better your chances of attracting 
does (females) to mate with. But this 
doesn’t mean that the youngest 
bucks with small antlers are always 
the lowest on the social ladder. 
Because the oldest bucks are first in 
line to) cast off their antlers, there is a 
time in which the younger ones still 
haye theirs and the older ones 
Coley phy ike UI Meapre lI be-laye =i g sta 
better than none. 

While they are growing, the 
antlers are covered in a fine layer of 
EyoNi a vance Uninet (oto aan Col holo 
After about two months, the velvet 
dries up and needs to be shed. This 
is the time when you might spot a 
buck having a good old scratch 
Ele ater dg lo 


Does are ready for mating when they 
are about one and a half years old. 
Bucks are also ready at about this 

age but their chances of mating are 


Mating season: Stags will fight each other to gain a female mate. 


Colgate etetelico nant liar AUCH IA) 
Len U tle 

Just before the‘mating or rutting 
season inyearly autumn, fallow deer 
can be seen to be strutting about, 
moving their heads around at 
various angles to best show off their 
antlers. These displays are a bit like 
TE yale te Colma eMaer laine late} 
are designed to put off any males 
whose antlers just aren’t up to it. 

MN MAN eked turtle) ative MAT yet 
around October. Bucks start 
pel tot NN acts Moh eRe Keng 
another and go off to what's called a 
aU scip aes RYU g unl) arctan tare] 
group of does. When they've 
rounded up a group of females, the 
Leite MMM ie Tok Kel aN eyes 
(ole tole- Ug eae eam Ae) 
they stamp on, releasing hormones 
from glands in their feet to mark 
Tiatell mh clgal gol 

Bucks also thrash bushes, score 
the bark of trees and roar to let rival 
males know how tough they are. If 
ieptyactel Mar N Yer racact-to (ce) y 
scaring off the opposition, the two’ 
Gere eon ae gael 
antlers. Whoever wins the fight, 
which involves a lot of pushing and 
shoving, wins the harem of does. 


Fallow deer fawns are born in June, 
UISUE a ako gem Clan rape Nol 
coats are covered in spots for 
camouflage and they are able to 
Ele Ualo MU) UATo AAC U aor pM 
are born. 

Bucks don't,take any 
responsibility for their young andthe 


mm 


mother looks after her fawn alone. 
She has to/go off and forage for; 
food, leaving the fawn on its own for 
UMS | Maes Uae 

People can often cause problems 
when: they spotia lone fawn, and, 
thinking it has been abandoned, 
decide to, rescue it. 

Fawns/are.very rarely orphaned 
and the best thing to do is move 
away.from the area as your 
[pleat Mage Wala \ Zp enen sel of) 
coming back to/feed/the fawn! The 
RSPGA says, neven/touch the fawn 
Because human scent/can frighten off 
the mother. 

Park deer are usually more used 
to humans and might not run off 
quite as’ readily as their wild cousins. 
But even in a park, you,should never 
approach too closely and never run, - 
towards them or try to feed them, 
no|matter how appealing they are: 

Apart from humans, other 


orl 


fonts CAAT lair Me eM loy Cd 


Cu Rice «Tate U ACE Y 
= NO 








-~ 





hazards for fallow deer are cars 
Seftor ev Lae Mame U Lp ey Arg co 
agricultural machinery like mowers 
which can injure or kill does and fawns 
hidden in long grass and dogs chasing 
them in parks and woodland. 

Ifa fallow deer can avoid all these 
hazards, they have been known to live 
iol xo WAV TE 





















































Claire Maloney 


The beginnin 
are called pediaes as! 


‘Pronking> S : 
spronking™ » “Stotting’ or 
to describe 
‘er sometimes lift 


all four legs at once ; 
: e in 
jumpy manner, 7 


Yearly cycle: A fallow buck sheds the 
velvet from his antlers. 











about! - dreams of 
owning a pony, but 
how many of us 
actually dream about 
the hard work 
involved? 


| 
| Everyone - well just 
| 
| 
| 


| WAR Phat do you do every morning 
WW before you go to school? 

Watch the Big Breakfast? Have a few 
more zzzzs and then munch slowly 
through your toast? Well you can kiss 
this sort of morning and your money 
goodbye once you become a pony 
owner! 

Responsible pony care can mean a 
6am start in all weathers to feed and 
muck out and your pony will need 
feeding again after school. The cost of 
care can be about £30 a week for 
food and the regular trips to the 
farrier, but this doesn’t include 
vaccinations, vets’ bills or tack. 


Home of its own 


Ponies also need somewhere to 
shelter and lots of space. A pony will 
need at least two acres of grass, split 
into two paddocks so that each can 
be given a rest from grazing every so 
often. You could save money by 
sharing a paddock with someone else 
that owns a pony but beware, the 
two horses will need careful watching 
in their getting-to-know-you days as 
horse fights can be quite vicious. 
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Housing your horse 


It’s not enough to leave your pony in 
a field - it needs shelter which costs 


even more money! If your pony is not 


kept in a stable, it will need adequate 
fencing (no barbed wire), and a 
purpose-built field shelter to escape 
the cold winds of winter and keep 
flies at bay in the summer. And, just 
as you wrap up when the weather 
turns nasty, your pony will also need 
a rug for warmth in the winter. 


Check it out 


OK! So when you’ve looked at the 
time, money and space you need and 
talked it over with your family, you 
may be in the lucky position of 
getting your own pony. 

A good first step to check if this is 
really right for you may be to look 
after a pony at a riding stables or a 
friend’s for a month to see how 


those bleary-eyed mornings grab you. 


You may even be able to ‘borrow’ a 
pony for a time, when the owner is 
perhaps unable to ride and keep it fit. 
Check on the notice-boards of your 
local riding school and in your local 
paper. 

Some riding stables will offer 
discounted rides in return for 
mucking out, but make sure they 
have proof of a licence and insurance 
on display. Some will even ‘loan’ you 
your own pony for a certain amount 
- of money each month, which means 
z, you will be responsible for looking 
2 after it and tacking up for rides. You 
can find out which riding schools do 
this by writing off to the British 
Horse Society (address opposite). 
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The right pony for you? 


Before choosing your mount you will 
need to talk to someone who knows 
about horses and would be willing to 
check the one you have chosen is 
healthy. Your local vet will do this for 
a fee. If you want to buy veterinary 
insurance, it is important that your 
horse has been examined and gained 
a certificate of soundness. 

Apart from health, you also need 
to find out about your chosen pony’s 
temperament. It must be calm in 
traffic and have a placid disposition. 

Size is another important 
consideration. In general, if you are 
aged seven to nine years old you will 
need a pony of between || and 12.2 
hands high. Someone between the 
ages of ten to 13 would need a pony 
between 12.2 and 13.2 hands, then 
someone over 14 would need an 
animal 13.2 to 15.2 hands, depending 








Kit Houghton 




























































on the rider’s height and weight. It is 
best to buy your pony from a private 
home rather than an auction, because 
the pony will be acting-more naturally 
in surroundings it is used to. Plus you 
will be able to come back and see it 
again, unlike at an auction where you 
would have to make your decision 
there and then. In a private sale, you 
could ask if you can ride and tack up 
the pony before you decide, which 
will give you a good idea of its 
temperament. 


Out to grass 


Horses eat grass in the spring and 
summer and hay in late autumn and 
winter. But be sure the hay your 
pony is getting is good stuff, not 
old, mouldy or dusty. Watch out 
for poisonous plants in the 
paddock like ragwort, which 
horses will try and eat if fresh 
grass in their field is scarce. 
Other no-nos are fields with 
oak and yew trees in them, 
bracken and even potato 
plants. 

In the winter, supplement 
your pony’s diet with ‘hard’ 
foods like ready-mixed pony 
nuts, soaked shredded sugar 
beet pulp or crushed oats. But 
don’t over-feed your pony. The 
more protein-rich their food, the 
more exercise they will need. 
Ponies also need lots of water, so a 
clean, refillable trough should be 
available in the paddock. 


Claire Maloney 
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carrots and showing off 

| Habits: Good to catch 
when you don't want her 
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883 Music mad 
Kathryn (11) from 
Northamptonshire plays the 
recorder, violin and 
keyboard! She is a 
vegetarian and 
enjoys writing 


romance books. She would 
like to be a vet when she 
leaves school. If you’re |! 
plus, get writing! 

880 Laura (10) from 
Dorset is a Take That 
maniac! She loves 
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Awards take a little longer to complete, 
re before 31 December 1994. Then you 





you 


As Silver 
need to register for these 
have until 30 April 1995 to complete them. 
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hobbies include 


drama. She’s good at 







karate too! 
2 Football crazy Calum 
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monkeys but hates stories and 
tidying her room! looking after 
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hear from girls aged Rosie. 
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- eee oer Part of the new awards chen an on we % : " : ences from Essex enjoys from Malawi. 
gistration details then, eA i dancing, drawing and She loves 


basketball, swimming, 
football and writing and 
would like to hear from 
girls and boys her own age. 


Questions and rave with horse-riding, lives in Aberdeen. He also 885 Arsenal supporter 
Bronze Care Award! In the New Year there will F Jennifer (|!) swimming hasacat Steven (I1) from 
be a brand-new awards scheme which will ‘ _ Acted nae . yf i : ; ; from Manchester | and reading. and Middlesbrough would like 
; sie 5 a who loves music She promises loves to hear from penpals aged 
involve lots of fun tasks and activities. But, if ae and dancing. She to reply to hamsters. 9-12. He likes playing 
5 hates people who everyone. So if computer games. 
you still want to go for your Bronze, Silver and cut down the B7e > you're © UB40 and Bitty 
Gold Care Awards here’s what to do: rainforests and = [J | Twelve- aged 8- McLean fans get writing to 
would like to hear @ year-old II, get Louise (13) from Essex. 
from girls older than her. | ~— Rhian from your She enjoys athletics and 
'B Get scribbling to South Wales loves pigs and pens would like to work with 
en Sulee (16) from Devon. Her reading horror and out! animals when she’s older. 
PE eerie UA LCD helen Eat Used 
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Animal Action and, 
when first joining, a 


I wish te become an 


5 RSPCA Animal Action 
Club office at the usual RSPCA address. folder, special Club ber/ 
membership badge, lam already an RSPCA 
stickers, membership Animal Action Club 
member 

















ee RSPCA Animal I wish to recruit a friend 
Action Club 
j membership costs 
Age £4.50 a year. If you 
RSPCA Animal Action or a friend would like 
f Club members are an to join simply fill in 
important Partofour the form (right) and 
national charity. send it, together with 
Membership is open 4 cheque, made 
to all young people up —_ payable to RSPCA, or 
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Send your 
entries, with your 
name, age and 
address on the 
back to: Fame At 


| Rea aol EL 
Animal Action 
address. Make 
ig maa mada lit 4 
M on the back of 
\ : _, your drawing 
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unable to return 












Send us your animal poems, paintings and drawings and we'll print a 
selection of the very best ones in each issue. Make your drawings as colourful 
as possible. Your poems don’t have to rhyme: good blank verse - the stuff 

( i) ~s that doesn’t rhyme - is brilliant... 
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Hayley King (9) 





THE HORSE 
Galloping round the field 
Faster, faster 

Banging the ground with 
its hooves 

Now slowing down to a 
trot 

Clip clopping 
On the ground 
Now stopping 
Nibbling some g 
Walking back tg 
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Hannah Kirkpatrick (9) 
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1g the winter months. | % 
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Elizabeth Sullivan ( 
THE OWL 


Tweetawoo 

The sun is down 

Fly up, fly up 

Swiftly through the sky 

The night is here Emma 

Fly on, fly on Stewart (| 
Tweetawoo 


Jennifer Rewe (11) 
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